
Phonics



Phonics enables most children to read and 
write. It involves the breaking up the 

individual sounds within words. 

This can be represented by one letter or 
groups of letters that make one sound. For 

example:

c – cat
igh – night



Intent

 Easily sound out new words.

 Understand how words are formed – spellings and 
writing.

 Develop reading fluency.

 Recognise familiar words.

 Read for meaning - develop reading comprehension.



Implementation

Progression

 FS1 children have 3 phonics lessons a week.

 Daily phonics lessons – F2 and Y1.

 Year 2 children move onto a mixture of GPS and phase 6.



When does phonics start?

Foundation

Phase 1 – listening skills. Producing sounds using their bodies. 

Phase 2 – single grapheme-phoneme presentation.

Phase 3 – more graphemes – moving into digraphs and trigraphs. 
Phase 4 – introduce phase 4 into recap of phase 3. 

Lower School

Phase 3 recap– more graphemes – moving into digraphs and 
trigraphs.

Phase 4 – consolidate sounds – introduce consonant clusters.

Phase 5 – broaden individual knowledge – alternative sounds. 
Introduce split digraphs. 

Phase 6 – continued practice of phonemes taught and applied to 
develop fluent readers. Teaching of further alternative sounds.   



Consistent Approach 



Hook for Phonics

Visual – flash cards.

Auditory – hearing and saying the sound.

Kinesthetic – actions.



Phase 2

Grapheme – single letter - sound button.



Phase 3

Digraph – two letters that make one 
sound – sound line.



Phase 3

Trigraph – three letters that make one 
sound – sound line.



Phase 4 

Consonant Clusters - two or more adjacent 
consonants – sound wave.



Phase 5

Alternative Sounds - two or more letters that 
make same sound as another grapheme – sound line. 



Phase 5

Split Diagraphs  - two letters which work as a pair to make 
one sound, but are separated within the word – curved line.



Phonics in Class
Revisit 

and 
Review 

Teach 
New 

Sound
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Practice



Phonics in Class

ApplyPractise Consolidate



Tricky Words Phase 5 

Tricky Words

oh

could

their

people

Mr

Mrs

looked

called

asked

Phase 4 

Tricky Words

said

like

do

come

there

little

out

have

so

some

were

one

when

what

Phase 3 

Tricky Words

you

they

all

are

my

her

he

she

we

me

be

was

Phase 2 

Tricky Words

I

no

go

to

into

the



Phonics Books – Applying Knowledge



Phonics Screening Check – Y1

The 2019 Phonics Screening Check pass mark was 32 out of 40.



Pseudo words (alien words)



Assessment
Gathering Data –

Intervention Groups



Handwriting



How are the results use?
- Analysed for Y2
- National and local authority 

What happens if the test is not 
passed?
- Retake in Y2

- Interventions



What do the children understand 
about the Phonics Screening Check?

• They do not see this as a ‘test’ but more 
of something ‘fun’ they take part in.

• Familiar process – assessments, rainbow 
sheets and phoneme strips.

• They understand that they just need
to do their best; just like they always do! 



Reading



Way to support your children at home..

 Finger pointing – one finger.

 Looking at the first sound – getting their mouth ready.

 Using picture clues – linking it to the first sound.

 Listen to their own reading – check it makes sense.

 Encourage children to read in a story voice, not a robot 
voice.

 Retelling stories that they have heard or read.

 Make the reading a positive experience.



REMEMBER…

NOBODY HATES READING, THEY JUST 
HAVEN’T FOUND THE RIGHT BOOK!



Phonics Vocabulary
Grapheme - Written letters or a group of letters which represent one single sound 
– e.g. a, l, sh, air, ck.

Phoneme - A single sound that can be made by one or more letters – e.g. s, k, z, oo, 
ph, igh.

Pure sound - Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding 
additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’ 

Blending – Saying individual sounds that make up a word and then merging or 
blending sounds together to say the word – used when reading c-a-t – Phoneme 
Wave.

Segment - This is the opposite of blending. Splitting a word up into individual sounds 
– used when spelling and writing - Chewy Sweet.



Phonics Vocabulary

Digraph - Two letters which together make one sound e.g. ee, oa, ea, ch, ay.

Trigraph – Three letters which go together make one sound e.g. ear, air, igh.

Split Digraph - two letters, which work as a pair to make one sound, but are separated 
within the word e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e.

leek

night

cake



Phonics Skills

Wave - adjacent consonants (Phase 4) e.g. cl, spl, str etc.

Chunking - to split up longer words.

Wiggle – ‘wiggle ‘till it works’ to make a real word sound right.

f-or-e-st - forest

bee hive

splash


